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STATEMENT  OF  HIS  EXCELLENCY  KOKI  HIROTA,  FOREIGN  MINISTER,  CN 


THE  EIGHTIETH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  CONCLUSION  OF  THE  FIRST  JAPANESE' 


AMERICAN  TREATY  OF  AMITY 


I  an  vory  happy  today  to  witnoss  the  spontaneous  oxchangos  of  good 


will  betwoen  the  peoples  of  the  Ihited  States  and  Japan  in  commoi-oration 

I 

of  tho  eightieth  anniversary  of  the  conclusion  of  tho  first  treaty  of 


amity  between  our  two  countries 


Vihon  CfamadorQ  Ferry  came  to  our  shoros  in  the  simmer  of  1853 •  ho 


found  Jnpan  in  complete  seclusion  from  tho  rest  of  tho  world.  His  arrival 


affoidud  an  opportunity  for  Japan  to  abandon  tho  policy  of  national  isola¬ 
tion  she  had  pursued  for  the  port  two  hundred  years,  and  to  join  t! .:■>  f'-ily 


of  nations,  throwing  her  doors  opon  to  intercourse  with  tho  whole  world 


In  tho  four  score  yoars  which  have  passed  sinco  thon  tho  cordial 


and  friondly  relations  between  our  two  nations  hove  been  maintained  in 


ibrokon  peace  and  continued  to  improve  in  spito  of  occasional  strains; 


and  it  is  a  nattor  for  hearty  congratulation  that  the  foundation  of  our 
traditional  friendship,  true  to  tho  spirit  of  the  first  treaty  in  which 


■a  perfect,  permanent,  and  universal  paoco,  and  a  sincoro  and  cordial 


amity”  was  pledged,  is  increasing  in  firmness  and  solidity 


It  is  my  strong  conviction  that  our  two  countries,  close  neighbours 


across  tho  fhoific,  are  bound  to  oooporate  economically  and  culturally 
and  that  the  continued  cooperation  must  powerfully  contribute,  as  in 


the  past,  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  ontiro  world 
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